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1 . UNLIKE THE FIRST ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION OF THE 
INTERIM GOVERNMENT, TODAY’S MEETING PROVED TO BE MUCH 
MORE POSITIVE. EXCEPT FOR A SHORT EXCHANGE BETWEEN 
VAN DER BYL AND MUGABE, THE ACRIMONY WHICH MARKED 
YESTERDAY S SESSION WAS MISSING. 

2. THE MEETING, WHICH LASTED ALMOST THREE HOURS, 

OPENED WITH BISHOP MUZOREWA PRESENTING A RESTATEMENT 
OF HIS NOVEMBER 17 POSITION (GENEVA 9605). RICHARD 

THEN ASKED THE PATRIOTIC FRONT TO PRESENT ITS POSITION, 

AND MUGABE READ A DETAILED 7 PAGE PAPER WHICH WE WILL 
SUBMIT SEPARATELY. THE PAPER HAS FEW SURPRISES. IT 
CALLS FOR THE ASSIGNMENT OF A BRITISH RESIDENT COMMISSIONER 
WITH LIMITED AUTHORITY AND A CABINET COMPLETELY DOMINATED 
BY THE NATIONALIST WHICH WILL HAVE ALL EFFECTIVE POWER. 
MALINDI, SPEAKING FOR THE SITHOLE DELEGATION, THEN FOLLOWED 
AND SAID THAT HE WOULD PRESENT HIS PROPOSALS ON DECEMBER 3. 

3. RICHARD ADJOURNED THE MEETING FOR ONE HOUR 
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DISCUSSIONS RESUMED WITH THE CONSIDERATION OF MUZOREWA'S 
CALL FOR ELECTIONS OF AN INTERIM GOVERNMENT. THIS DIS 
CUSSION WAS ORDERLY AND THE BRITISH BARELY TOOK PART. 

THE THREE NATIONALIST DELEGATIONS QUESTIONED 
MUZOREWA HARD ON HIS ELECTORAL PROPOSAL AND NONE SHARED 
MUZOREWA'S VIEW THAT AN ELECTED GOVERNMENT WAS A GOOD 
IDEA. NKOMO ASKED HOW ELECTIONS WOULD WORK ON THE 
EASTERN BORDER OF RHODESIA IF THE POLLING BOOTHS WHICH 
ACCEPTED THE VOTES OF FREEDOM FIGHTERS WERE CONTROLLED BY 
RHODESIA FRONT SOLDIERS. MUZOREWA'S SPOKESMAN LAMELY 
ARGUED THAT SINCE THE ELECTIONS WOULD BE UNDER THE 
AUSPICES OF THE GENEVA CONFERENCE, THE RHODESIAN 
GOVERNMENT WOULD SHOW ITS GOODWILL. 

4. AFTER ALMOST AN HOUR'S DISCUSSION OF THE MUZOREWA 
APPROACH, THE PARTICIPANTS DISCUSSED THE PATRIOTIC 
FRONT'S DESCRIPTION OF A COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

5. THE ONLY UNPLEASANT MOMENT CAME WHEN VAN DER BYL 
REMARKED THAT ALL THE PROPOSALS SEEMED TO BE "ALICE 
IN WONDERLAND" AND QUITE DIVORCED FROM REALITY. HE 
SAID THAT HE ASSUMED LIBERATION MOVEMENTS MEANT 
TERRORISTS. MUGABE ACCUSED VAN DER BYL OF BEING 
"FOULMOUTHED". 

6. THE DELEGATIONS WILL MEET AGAIN TOMORROW AND THE 
BRITISH PLAN TO ORGANIZE THE DISCUSSIONS ALONG THEMES 
WHICH WOULD INCLUDE SUBJECTS LIKE THE FUNCTIONS OF THE 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, EXECUTIVE AND LEGISLATIVE 
AUTHORITIES, HOW TO SET UP A COUNCIL OF MINISTERS 

AND PERHAPS THE BRITISH ROLE.CATTO 
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